Recycle, Reduce, Reuse
	Procedure 1:
	Day 1: Read aloud the book, “Recycle!: A Handbook for Kids” (see Resource section). Pause during the reading to discuss key points and relate the story to your own town. Then divide students into pairs. Take them to the computer lab to visit the “Welcome to Recycle City” web site (see Resource section). Have students print a copy of the “Recycle City WebQuest” (see Resource section) and complete it as they explore the web site.

	Procedure 2:
	Day 2: If necessary, allow computer time for students to finish the webquest. Discuss the answers that students found. Then hand out the “Home Recycling Survey” (see Resource section). Direct students to take the survey home and interview at least one family member. Allow students a few days to complete this exercise.

	Procedure 3:
	Day 3: When students bring back their surveys, discuss the following questions: What items can be found in the garbage in most of our households? Are any of the items used again (reused) in most of our households? If so, what are they used for? Does our town have a place where people can take items to be recycled? If so, have any of you ever been there? What kinds of things did you take to be recycled? Where do most of the people surveyed think their garbage goes once it leaves their homes?

	Procedure 4:
	Hand out copies of the play, “Down in the Dumps” (see Resource section). Read through the play as a class and assign parts to students.

	Procedure 5:
	Additional Days: Allow time for students to rehearse their parts in the play and prepare props for the performance. Have students perform the play for an audience. For example, the play could be performed for a nursing home that wants help in celebrating Earth Day.

	Procedure 6:
	At the end of this unit, have students write an essay (at least five paragraphs) about the importance of recycling, what types of things can be recycled, and what some of the ways are that they might reduce the amount of garbage in their own home.


