Unintentional/Intentional Acts
	Procedure 1:
	Introduce the lesson by asking students to explain the differences between "intentional acts" and "unintentional acts."  Intentional acts are when people do things on purpose, which means that person meant to do that action.  Unintentional actions are accidents and they are not done on purpose (for example, bumping a bottle of glue and spilling it).  Create a chart on the dry erase board, with one column labeled "Intentional Acts" and one column labeled "Unintentional Acts."  Direct students to create the same 2-column chart on paper.  Ask students to give examples and situations that they have been in and write them in the appropriate column.



	Procedure 2:
	Have students role play the following situation:

Mike (or you can use a name of one of your students in your classroom) put stickers on Eric's desk.  Eric thought someone was making fun of him but Mike put the stickers there because he thought Eric would think they were funny.

1. How do you think Eric feels about the stickers on his desk?  (Possible answers:  Maybe angry or frustrated or upset.  Maybe he doesn't like it when people do things to his desk.) 

2. How do you think Mike feels about his actions?  (Possible answer:  Apologetic because Eric didn't think the stickers were funny after all.)  Do you think Mike is feeling embarrassed or even surprised because Eric didn't react the way that Mike expected him to? 

3. Do you think Mike meant to hurt Eric's feelings or make him angry?  (Answer:  Yes or no, and explain why.)  (Possible answer:  Maybe Mike didn't mean to hurt Eric's feelings.) 

4. What do you think Mike's next step should be?  (Possible answer:  Apologize and maybe offer to clean the stickers off of Eric's desk.) 

5. Do you think Eric should tell the teacher or do you think Eric should just leave the situation between Mike and him?  (Possible answer:  Leave the situation between Eric and Mike.  Don't tell the teacher unless the situation got out of hand.) 



	Procedure 3:
	To close the lesson, ask students if they understand the difference between intentional and unintentional actions.  Ask them to provide examples of intentional and unintentional actions as a way to measure their understanding.

Ask students, "Have you ever caused a person or friend to feel sad or angry when you did not intend to?  What did you do afterwards?  Did you apologize?"

Ask students, "Would the following be examples of intentional acts or unintentional acts?"

1. Throwing a ball that hurts a kid's finger when she/he catches it.  (Answer:  Unintentional.) 

2. Hitting a friend because she/he hit you first.  (Answer:  Intentional.) 

Summarize the lesson by stating that: 
"Sometimes we hurt others or cause problems when we don't mean to but it is also important to apologize when it happens.  Make sure the other person understands if it was unintentional."


